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Nina Curtis can't wait
for the Olympics.
Plcture: ERADEN FASTIER:
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NINA CURTIS IS ON HER
WAY TO LONDON WITH
ASHOT AT BRINGING
HOME A GOLD MEDAL,
WRITES AMY HOSKING

EWPORT champlon sailor
Nina Curtis hasleft the

aorthern besches shead of her
touphest challenpe vt — the London
Dlympie Games,

The 24-year-old has already
vonyuared the march reing workl
rhampionshizs in Sweden and recaived
medals utsevoral World Cup avents —
but Jast week she flaw to Lendon with
the hope olan Olympie gold.

“Tear't walt, it's polng to be ann
incredible experience,” she said,

“Tt's heen a fonsvear joornay so it's
gxciling Lo see il all come (ogelher,”

Curtia wae salected i a ennad of 20
in 2008 and has made i Oeough [oor
years of gzruelling compatition 1o be
chosen [or [he Australian women's
match racing team,

1t has been lercely competilive,
sspacially the last two years. Twas
competing agamst who [would
romsider some of tha best sailors in
Australia,” she said.

“Toba honest Tdida’t 1et myszlf
beliove I'weas zoing Lo be sclected. T
Jjusttried to keap my fead dowm and
sail i ull potential and I gucss
that worksd for me inthe end.”

Ttisthe first vear a women's match
racing event will ha beld 37 the
Olympics. It is elsc the last, asil
hasn't haan includald intha sailing
sehedule for Bio da Janeiro in S016.

“Isanineredibie opportunity wo be
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the one and only women's melch
racing team gaing to tha (rames™
Curiis said.

The team is made up of Curris as
nuddle, Olvia Price as skipper and
Tucinda Whitty as how Their recent
rosults have been very pronising
bronze n the Mation's Cup in 2011,
and o silver and a bronze at two World
Cup events this year. And now they
arc aiming even highot.

“We're hoping forr a gold medal,
cbvicusly, and we've boen sailing
raally well in our lead-up =0 madals
arc arcalily at this staze,” Curtis said.
The team has two more regattas

i
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belfore the Olyiopics — Lhe Sail Tor
Gold Regattz at the (Mympic vana
and the world championships  In
Sweren,

“Fuor us il will really show us whers
we're at against the rest of the world,”
Curtis saad. They are a young toam, as
Crris ia tha oldest at 24, and she said
this was part of what madz them gel.

*We're best fiends off tha watar bt
we're able to switeh on into team modz
and e productive on the water sn
wo've gol 8 good balance T think,” she
sdid.

Curtis was raised on the peninsula
And has been siling with Royzl Prines

It’s an incredible
‘ opportunity to be the one
and only women’s match
racing team going
to the Games

Nina [secand from
right) and crew at at
the warld match

Allred Yachl Club in MNewporl sinee
2000, 1 graw up an Pittwarer and my
parenls were Dol sailors and me and
my hrother — there was no donht we
were guing w be sailors,” she said.

“T aailad at most of tha yacht clnba om
Pittwater when 1 zvew up, I'moa oroud
Pittwater girl ™

Ang she isn't perturbed by the Iack of
opportunity for another Olvmpic mateh
racing campaizl.

“Tsea it as opening up new challenges
in the funare,” she said.

"Tuezn reslly see mys=ei doing another
Olvmpic camapaign. I really enjoy it so
110 bt hraisk™
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racing championships.

FOR ALL YOUR
LANDSCAPING NEEDS

{[ee SHAW
' BUY SH

DIVIE.
. G000 jlv m'v LTC

OPEN
6 DAYS

+« SAND « METAL « CEMENT
* PAVERS * GARDEN SOIL
* LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

VISA

1667 PITTWATER ROAD,
MONA VALE i
9999 3777 * 9979 6688

* Qver 40 years in Business

= Specializing in European cars
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= Cruise into Pittwater's
outstanding new Hand Wash Cafe

» Prices starting from only $28.00

= Gourmet Cafe opening soan
(provisional Cafe Open naw)

* No need to drive any further
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